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Role of Decimalization in Sustainable Rural Development

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The need for management and leadership in
society has been abundantly mentioned in various
sources. In today's world, societies are so
interconnected that the absence of a suitable
management model will lead to increasing
isolation in every society. Meanwhile, villages are
considered as the smallest unit of social
organization in Iran, and this social unit cannot be
without management organization in terms of the
existence of social and economic relations and
people's adherence to customary and civil laws.
Most experts of development, especially rural
development, believe that it is not possible to
achieve sustainable development without the
participation of people. In this direction, it is
expected that with proper performance and local
and cooperative management, it will be possible
to take a step towards the development of the rural
economy. After the Islamic revolution, the issue
of people's participation and entrusting people's
fate to themselves was emphasized and paid
attention to by the officials of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. For this purpose, the approval of
the law on the organization of duties and elections
of the country's Islamic councils and the election
of mayors in 1996, as well as the law on the
establishment of self-sufficient villages in the
country's villages in 1998, there have been
changes in the field of rural management in the
country. Village councils and their role in
sustainable rural development is one of the critical
issues in the field of rural management, which as
a participatory, executive and popular institution
can play an important role in the process of
sustainable rural development at the village level.

It can be said that the environment is one of the
sensitive and vulnerable aspects of villages, which
is less affected by various pollutants than cities.
However, the expansion of the urban consumption
pattern and the influx of some urban polluting
sources into the boundaries of the villages and the
change in the consumption pattern of the villagers
have expanded the fields of environmental
destruction in the villages. including loss of
biodiversity, reduction of water resources and
destruction of pastures. The research shows
humans are the main cause of environmental
hazards. According to specific social, cultural and
personality conditions, each society shows a
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different spectrum of dealing with the
environment, from negative and destructive
behaviors with the environment to positive and
responsible  behaviors. According to the
objectives, this research is considered to be
applied and in terms of method and nature, it is
descriptive research. To collect information, the
library method and the use of internet sites and
scientific sources have been used.

Material and Methods

This article is compiled in a review-analytical
form. Therefore, at first, by referring to databases
and receiving domestic and foreign articles and
available sources, the theoretical foundations,

management and sustainable development of rural
areas were studied. In addition, the philosophy of
the rural institution was analyzed based on the
existing literature. Finally, summarizing the
contents and providing suggestions to improve the
position and role of rural assistants in sustainable
rural development. In this research, indicators
such as economic, environmental, socio-cultural
and infrastructure dimensions were considered as
effective factors on the role of rural assistants in
the management of sustainable rural development.

Results

The most important environmental aspect of rural
development in the sustainable development of
villages is the management of rural solid waste.
The relationship between humans and the natural
environment in villages is different from this type
of relationship in cities. The livelihood of the
villagers has a strong connection and dependence
with nature; In addition, the formation of the
artificial environment in villages, both in
residential units and in the context of the village,
is clearly influenced by their natural environment.
This confirms the undeniable sensitivity and
importance of the environment's role in achieving
and designing the process of sustainable and all-
round development in villages. The expansion of
villages and the change in the quality of life of the
village people has caused a change in the quantity
and quality of production waste in the villages. In
addition to causing disease, unpleasant smell and
ugly scenery in the villages, the wastes pollute the
water and soil and the roads of the village and
endanger the environment of the village, which is
considered as the biggest advantage of the
villagers.
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One of the main polluters of surface and
underground water is the unsanitary disposal of
chemical wastes in agriculture. Management of
pesticide wastes after consumption in the field in
order to prevent them from being released into
water and soil is one of the most essential issues
that creates new hopes and perspectives in order
to protect the environment. Rural farmers by
leaving the cans of pesticides after use, because of
the amount of poison stored in them entering
nature and not decomposing them, it can cause
poisons to enter surface and underground water
sources. In addition, pesticides can find their way
to underground aquifers through soil layers and
during water infiltration. The entry of these
pollutants into drinking water supply sources can
have adverse effects on human health and the
environment in terms of strong resistance to
environmental factors and toxicity to living
organisms. Among the fields that the village
assistants cannot participate in their creation and
improvement can be planning for the separation of
solid waste from the source,

Creation of sanitary burial sites for joint use of
villagers at the level of village groups, planning to
create  home biocompost units in villages,
equipping villagers with service machinery.
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Conclusions

This research was carried out with the general
purpose of investigating the role of rural assistants
in sustainable rural development with an emphasis
on environmental protection. The most key role of
rural assistants in sustainable rural management is
the environmental dimension. Today, the
intellectual and cultural framework of sustainable
rural development is of a collaborative and
communicative  type, which  sustainable
development experts consider to be equivalent to
local participation. Therefore, for sustainable
rural development, it is suggested that village
councils pay more attention to the participation of
local people through the processes of using the
power and talents of men and women in councils
and village councils, with special emphasis on
protecting forests, monitoring the harvesting of
water sources, and creating local recycling
networks.
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